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Tucked away in the rugged beauty of the Australian outback lies a town brimming 

with excitement and wonder - Coober Pedy. With its fascinating history, breathtaking 

landscapes, and unique underground lifestyle, Coober Pedy promises families an 

unforgettable holiday experience filled with discovery and adventure. From exploring 

old opal mines to encountering native wildlife, there's something for every member of 

the family to enjoy in this extraordinary destination. 

Coober Pedy's story is as captivating as it is inspiring. Known as the "Opal Capital of 

the World," this town has a rich heritage shaped by the resilience and ingenuity of 

early pioneers. Families can step back in time at the Old Timers Mine, where they 

can delve into the tales of yesteryear and experience firsthand the challenges and 

triumphs of life in the outback. Children will marvel at the historic home within the 

mine, offering a glimpse into the daily lives of those who once called Coober Pedy 

home. 



For families seeking adventure, Coober Pedy offers the thrill of fossicking for opals, a 

treasure hunt that promises excitement and discovery at every turn. Whether it's 

searching for opals in designated areas or exploring the Opal Cave to witness the 

magic of opal polishing, children and parents alike will be captivated by the thrill of 

uncovering their own precious gemstones. 

But Coober Pedy isn't just about opals - it's also a playground for outdoor 

enthusiasts and nature lovers of all ages. Families can embark on a scenic drive 

through the nearby Kanku-Breakaways Conservation Park, where they'll be 

mesmerised by the stunning sandstone formations and vibrant colours that paint the 

outback landscape. Guided tours offer the chance to learn about the park's unique 

geological features and encounter native wildlife, providing an educational and 

immersive experience for the whole family. 

For a taste of local culture and wildlife 

encounters, families won't want to miss 

Josephine's Gallery and Kangaroo Orphanage, 

where they can hand-feed a big red kangaroo 

and cuddle with a baby joey while learning about 

the incredible conservation efforts being made to 

protect these iconic Australian animals.  



 

And after a day of adventure, there's no better way to unwind than with a delicious 

meal at the family-friendly Outback Bar and Grill, where parents can indulge in local 

specialties like chargrilled Greek-style lamb and chicken souvlaki while children 

enjoy a menu tailored just for them. 

As the day comes to a close, families can look forward to a night of excitement and 

relaxation. Whether it's watching a movie under the stars at the last drive-in in South 

Australia or enjoying a peaceful sleep in one of the town's unique underground 

accommodations, the magic of Coober Pedy is sure to create lasting memories for 

families of all ages. 

In addition to its rich history and natural beauty, Coober Pedy offers families the 

perfect mix of true Australian outback life and migrant influences. Experience the 

adrenaline rush of speedway car racing, where locals and visitors alike come 

together for a thrilling spectacle under the outback sky. Tee off at the Opal Fields 

Golf Club, where families can enjoy a round of golf on the grassless course, 

illuminated by the gentle glow of the moon. For those craving adventure from above, 

scenic flights offer breathtaking views of the outback landscape as well as the 

famous Lake Eyre filling up with water each winter, allowing families to witness the 

vastness of the land and unique birdlife from a unique perspective. And for the 

ultimate thrill-seekers, opportunities for outback motorcycling abound, providing 

families with an exhilarating way to explore the rugged terrain and vast expanses of 

the Australian outback. 



Don't miss the highlight of Coober Pedy's annual calendar - the Opal Festival held 

every June. This vibrant event celebrates everything opal, featuring dazzling 

displays, interactive exhibits where families can learn about the history and 

significance of opal mining. Kids can enjoy a range of activities, from jumping castle 

to circus school workshop, while food stalls offer a tantalising array of culinary 

delights from all over the country. The Opal Festival is a feast for the senses and a 

celebration of Coober Pedy's rich cultural heritage, making it a must-visit for families 

looking to experience the best of this unique outback town. 



In conclusion, Coober Pedy is more than just a holiday destination - it's an adventure 

waiting to be explored by families. With its rich history, stunning landscapes, and 

unique experiences, this hidden gem of a town offers families the opportunity to 

create cherished memories together while discovering the wonders of the Australian 

outback. So pack your bags, gather the family, and get ready for an unforgettable 

journey into the heart of Coober Pedy. 


